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The ~cnveiopes are written
wilh a2 fountain pen in black

e e,
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W Mrs, Johnson request the pleas-
cure of the company of . . ."
and it only takes 30 seconds or
t.s0, for the recipient to realize
he. has been dnvited to dine at

- ;- BUL it t""ga a good deal long-

1, than 3Q seconds to get an
mthat on into the mails. ‘And
i'most of the work is done by
{'four calligraphers stuifed into a
»smail offlce off the east wing|,
of Ihe White House.

“Preparations for a larg

'»Whuc House dimger ng.ﬂ

- from six weeks to a monfh m<

i advance when the guest list is
dxawu up.

i I‘ e\ample the Wlme House
is ’alamlmg 4 formal dinner on
. March 28, for the prime minis-

i fer of India, Mme, Indira Gan-

- dhi (o which some 200 persons
’fhavc begn invited. ""he White

thelr chief; .Banfmgu{ I‘O\ﬁ, sent
&out the inviiations on March &,
i, Bach dinner invitation has|
i-been engraved in advance by
the Bureau of Printing and Ea-
L graving. except for the name of
ithe invitee and the date of the
| "dinner which are filled in by +he
z ca ligraphers.

Fox estimates it fakes from

: Ithne to five minutes to write

tin fhe names of ¢ach person in-
?vm.d two minufes to write ig
i the da ¢, and an additional two

;a{'mr. gles lo address the enve-

. Thc ha'ld-wutten pomons of
- the invitations a;g (lpp mht;hs;,»
srmtc (hm,y ;

, n\fu‘-xtms, and_done_ 5o ¢,
i pettly that only the most eagie
y¢ can teII thc difference.

'“txou begins “The Pr cs1dent and|

* House cajhgranpmswlqd byl
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Included in ihe invitations
were the [ollowing—a small en-
graved card designaiing the af-
fair as ‘“black tie,” a larger
card informing ihe person in-
vited that the. dinner is held in
honor of Mme. Gandhi, and an
“admission  card” which the
guest musi present to the White
House guards the night of the
dinner.

The invitations are only the
beginning of the calligraphers’
]Ob Tney now are working on
the menus, the programs "and
the seating arrangerments.

Once a mehy has been
ragreed fo by Mrs. Johnson,
the White Fouse cxzef, and the
housekeeper, it is “'i\ o 1o
Fox who makes an initial de-
sign, then sends it off fo {he
govemmem pummz ;

_quarity. Evcry 'fuss has a
menu at his chair.  /

place card is written ant\placed
on the tables. ~
- “Place cards can cause more]
headaches than &l the other
cards put fogether,” Fox said
recently. He expla ained that las
minuté cancellations can play

ments of 220 persons “.especxal-
ly if the absentee was to sit at
the head table with Pxesxdent

“land Mrs. Johnson.” .

When not working, on invita-
{ions—which acloom occurs be-
jcause the President eniertaing

o

o) 'rovedr-'or Refease

“labout 15,000 persons each year
—the White House calligraphers
wrile in exquisitely detailed
scipt the acceplances and re-

t!scholarship to a commercial il-

havoe with rhe sealing arrange-|s

arets for the President, handi.
engrave presideniisi prociama-f
{ions which are given to amuas-i. -
sadors when they preseat their
diplomatic credeniial. They oc-
casionally cven {rame piciures
for the first family, and once
designed President Johnson’s
birthday cake. .
“I like io taink of calligraphy i
as 2 fine art and an expressive|’
thing,” Fox said. “And it is!!
good when the lettering on the!.
page speaks to you. '
“Lettering is not just.marks
ot paper, it’s also breaking up
the white spaces ana it's good
when it becomes a happy ar
rangement,” he added..

Sanford L. Fox is & short,
cheery, prcmaturely white-
haired nian of 4

Althoug as bem Ln‘el
iTgrapher at the WiIr
only five years, Fox hes don®p
part-time calligraphy wovik forl:
Presidents since Franklin Roose- |'
velt’'s  fourth inauguration inj:
1944, Uniil January, 1962 his of-|
ficial job was with the Ccn iral|
Infellicence Ageney, 2+ et
h\,.‘dCSC mc; Ty 8 —as_‘‘admin-|-
istrative,’ T
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L Fox says he has always been|

ested in fancy Iettcz ing :
becamé €sted inf.
calhgxaphy after he won af

lustrating school afier highy
chool. B

Fox disagrees with those who!
dismiss calligraphy as a dying
arl form. And he insisls that it|:
is flourishing. He admits that|,
one of his problems is finding
calligraphers to work in his of-|
fice. “But we certainly reccive
a lot of applications; the prob-{:
lem is we wanl specialists—and|-
as in any job, the specialists arc|’
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